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New Year Message

| wish the Sinhala aad Tamid New Yeur festival, which i the most splondid cultural

exsravaganza of the nation, 30 be & pesceful, & joyful, & prosperous s well as a healthy porsod for
every citiren of our coumtry.

The Sishals and Tamil New Yeur that dawmn wich the trmmsition of the Sun can be
commidered an & period of choerfulaess, haemony and development of mutual relationships.
Neverthehess, a vinas that has spread across ‘the workd has estered our Motherland, and = 2
result, presently we are facing the most devastating situstion since the ofa of our sncestorns.

Heece, thes me we are not ahle to colebrane festivals collectrvely as the bealth spocialists
have emphasized the importance of mantaiming social distasce. § appead 1o all of you who
vollustarily ralbed around 10 conquer any challenge facod by our comntry amd nation, 10 commit
yourselves now as well, 10 prevent the spread of this doadily vires by muaintsning the social
distance during this festival time.

The New Year period. sourished with the besuty of nature, is & fostival that human
beiings pary their tridbuse fo the caviroament and nature. We have now entered an om where the
nocd 10 indegrae with the coviroament i much felt

Ritsals off New Yeoar that we peacticod with utmont honour and conumibment snce @ very
loeg time., expecially ricuals like the lighting of the hearth, boiling @ pot of milk, pertaking the
first macal of the New Year and the tradlitional tramactiog can. still be conducted ot the suspicious
times but restricted 1o family members.

Childeen are the true bemeficiarkes of the happlosw of New Yo, Even though, there are
cortain fimitatioos 1o celcbrate New Year festivaly this tame, we, & adults, must creste mn
cavircament for the chilldren 100 experhence the choerfulness of this festive season. Therefore, |
remiind you affectionately 10 perform New Year rituals confined to your homes while ensuring
thaet childeen focl and cnjoy the spirt oof the New Yoo, Amicist our New Your resodutionn, let s
Join hands with strong determination to defoat this monace threateming our pooplie and country

May this 'be a peacefal and a prosperoas New Year to all of you

Cotabaya Rajapaksa
Apeil 12, 3030
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