Prescription (Special provisions) Act No. 05 of 2016

The Prescription (Special Provisions) Act No. 05 of 2016 was brought into
operation in April 2016 to provide special legal provisions for persons who were
unable to institute court proceedings to recover their immovable property including
land, due to the terrorist activities in Sri Lanka during the period from 1 May 1983
to 18 May 2009.

Aécording to the Act, if any person who had a valid legal claim(as rightful owner
of the property) to any immovable property including land was a ‘disadvantaged
person’ (the Act defines a, “disadvantaged person’ as a person who wasunable to
pursue his rights in a court in which he was by law enabled to pursue such rights,as
a result of the circumstances which prevailed due to the activities of any
militantterrorist group during the period commencing on IMay 1st, 1983 and ending
on May 18th, 2009) such a person could claim his/her property despité it being
possessed or occupied by another person who claims ownership through

prescription.

Section 4 of the Act provides that a “disadvantaged person’ is entitled to benefit
from the Act within two years after the date of operation. As the date of operation
was 26April 2016 (being the date of the Speaker’s certification) the said stipulated
time period expires on 26 April 2018.

Therefore, if any person is interested in reclaiming his/her/their property through

the provisions of this Act, such claim ought to be brought before 26 April 2018.

Trilingual electronic copies of the Act are available on the official website of the
Ministry of Justice at http://moj.gov.lk/ Members of the Bar Association of Sri
Lanka too are notified of the contents of this Act. If a person wishes to pursue legal

action in terms of this Act,|fhe/she could seek legal advice.
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Avoidance of
doubt.

A disadvantaged
person to be
entitled to
benefit from this
Act within two
years after the
date of
operation of this
Act.

Provisions of the
Act not to apply
to State land.

2 Prescription (Special Provisions)
Act, No. 5 of 2016

Illustration

‘A’ is a disadvantaged person at the time ‘B’
commences to possess ‘A’s land — Prescription will
not begin to run against ‘A’ as long as ‘A’ continued
to be a disadvantaged person.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in section
13 of the Prescription Ordinance (Chapter 68), the adverse
and undisturbed possession for thirty years of any immovable
property including land by any person claiming the same,
or by those under whom he claims, shall not be taken as
conclusive proof of title in the manner provided for by
section 3 of the Prescription Qrdinance (Chapter 68), where
the person against whom the adverse and undisturbed
possession is being claimed was a disadvantaged person.

3. For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that
if a disadvantaged person dies, the period during which he
was so disadvantaged shall inure to the benefit of his heir
or heirs and accordingly such heir or heirs shall be entitled
to the benefit granted to a disadvantaged person under
section 2 of this Act.

4. A disadvantaged person who was unable to pursue
his rights for the recovery of any immovable property
including land, shall be entitled to institute an action to
avail himself of the benefits conferred by this Act within
two years after the coming into operation of this Act.

5. The provisions of this Act shall not apply to or in
respect of any land which has been granted under the
provisions of the Land Development Ordinance (Chapter
464), the Land Grants (Special Provisions) Act, No. 43 of
1979, or the State Lands Ordinance (Chapter 454).
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Annual subscription of English Bills and Acts of the Parliament Rs. 885 (Local), Rs. 1,180
(Foreign), Payable to the SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PuBLICATIONS BUREAU, DEPARTMENT OF
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION, No. 163, KiRULAPONA MawATHA, PoLHENGODA, CoLompo 05 before 15th

December each year in respect of the year following.

8/;(



@ CoDI
550503 ©@1SDIE bmdbedd

S Ee®xs3nd

2016 &ozd 5 OB WICD@TID
(Beods 8IA81) vy

[eswSma 0wt weg 2016 gedc On 26 OB &)

refled Hudw wdE Geenn wiv L.

2016 godd @ 29 D2 &5 & Eo YHNSITD WD Emdded
01630 oped Il D emdet! gBeline brewst g B Y.

B camo Jded Yo eqibinedsined Peeivw mdm cl

@med 5, dded gmmem miticrewsl Bk cBon BEs.

Bg: o1 6.00 &. @ ©edmd ¢ O 10.00 &.



o IS0,

2 2016 oD 5 Iy 2ICIDETID
Bede BIB) v

oum B Bdoc elved wions ¢80 083, vl 325320
280 950 908 G OO BIOE equed (68 Om a3mades
g) DcIDedn) pupunen 3 O dosled b w®
gBRDEDOE OO WENd e ALY BRBY eNEIRDB

gm o.

Bebnm

‘Y" g8 ovom NHOED onf § mpiSen
B 85m mced "3 B8 ‘Y" O gwul 9le® erimmn
¢18® @ w7 Al -"d" gl ewns DGO
et § oo 8 83n s od " O dedBD
203D ¢d®» @Oy 1.

(2) (68 D glmice §) @dedid gxpomest 13 Om
DetBed cOmRD @ Bcwsd g ¢, 908 Y B0
edogs e 8I s od DS 6w 58 Ut
B88w® crer’ BES wder ¢, 0@ mmySm B8l o8
oBE e BBOE edsg ghc Bom wicws e BBGE
e OB emcd wtmma (8O 083, detd YRBTER
520 AINOBBS emIdD eimn 610t RDO B8 vy caslen’
=8 DR Bed8d ¢ 9 mmSee §O8 wwoD
2RP0sd o § mroEnn O, (68 Om gdmode §)
DEIDedln ewiomes 3 O doziBed BB eEe0
a1 qorced, deed erlmms ;80 §buIen ersSBers
eEH eEEG gy é.

3. gDl oD HESOEd o § mrtnn 8e Bewors,
D1 Ot DB LoD HTEOWD BHd B3 WICBSD @ned
CO1@26ed@ 68l ¢S1@mIceed gBEED Oy B gm
amd, § 4mb e® vment 2 D» DosIBe woes oIl wwom
DEEDEmO v § BreEend gens Boy CRD GHcw

o //f



BBedped Bove voE engduBde ©wy vHEde ObEn Hun B¢ (e¢Bw) di. 875 8.

(BedBu) S 1,160 B. gom 163, Boigvm @Om, emdedriendd, eme® 05, dded yOsB

ociline®sined, gminm Dibcwed @8 edm m® Obunn® e¢en®dY e 15 O
200 eud e §ed 0o vyd deghn O Onf Dbve wgw 8D e B .

I / Al



BEIFF Feul BTWE GFTFIFS @19 T Flor
LIIT [J [T @B LDGYT (LD

2016 gyib gyeworiy et 5 gyb Favds, sTevallgli @GsL
FDUTHSET) FLL D

(2016 y1b SLE(E) T LILNDED 10T SLb 26 YD HHG) < | SGTLE NG GBI B))

)7 Flewr 1T YeOEIILIG. HFFNLIICL S

2016, gLiliped wrsh 29 b CsHw FaEmss FeulbTUS QersafiFs @Ly.wy Feor
arigswrert usdfmsufer 11 g4 veHées gmpprlflurs QoueMAL LIl L g)

Qevriers HTFTHG AHEHS Semdam et UINGESI@QUHNSG!
@aEapby 5, BiTEFIHIS Qeueli Lgyasevaddled QuBHmISGeTerenen

aflemev : epLT 9.00 FuTp GFevay :epUT 10.00

1w



BUSDDS
ST S g6,

2 2016 b yewig e 5 Yyd Fds, srewaflgliiy
(@iSsL gpur®ser) Fii_tb

IISFengil 2 e enioulle LiweneTs Gamesr(h Hreoof] D L
YSSOSFW EFUWT YSTSHDEG (68 b 3 SSNTWLOTE)
Y LFMenwd s mend &l sdletr 3 9id Lhfafled @Gpldg)
wrsaiul L glseyb o Mgiamiamwens bsama Beaimy
NG U PRIGUSTESE SBSLILIBSTHT S

THSSISHTL(H

‘B’ erevisauit ‘A’ uflggyeniws sresiufled @ eni_eoioenids
QsTLEIGL CrrsHed ‘A’ eTatuait Ijasmeld
GODHS ot PpeurT e, ‘A’ erevrat Sjaggmevth
GODbS 6T RUEUTTHS QSTLIIBHENFEGD g ‘A’
et Bd G aZons Ly Menw QGTLmE &
WITLLITg).

(2) (68 b YGFhmuwomenr) Yy syenind; &L 1L suend
FLLGdleor 13 b LNMaNNG (Lpreserns 61 & eTalioum kL enib,
TauBgayih o e Bsrpflarm weferred evevg e,
sreursenatrdp o Menio s pdesr prGym SyairsefeT ey, &mewsh
o L1 TBH@ID QYEWNT G SFH6TT (LPLILI G| (L IBISEHEGL
LTSS PMih QSTLITEFFWTET 2 enl_enid, 6TaIaIT @S5G
TSNS QYLILITSSLOMET WHMIh QBTLITSINITET L oL amio
CarrliuGletpBST YataiTel Ijeygmevh GaphS et
ROBuTTE QusGUILSs (68 td S SMTuwLnme)
QL Syflenind s L ewend Fii_Gdler 3 gyib faflewrTed a7 pHrin(®
QFiwiiu’ L penpuilevner e MgEMaTer (LpLg-ames 6TessrLiy
U &S S SLILIRSITETS).

3. guensd FaliULSHETS, a@ysmeld GePhS 6l
Q@ureut @il GLiiat, ebss sTelLGENTBUT S ot
Yalann Yaymevd GophsaugrasalGhsTGrr bsSs
STLILGS), SfasGemiu L jfleniowmeny Hevevg) oFLflanto
wrenr seflew Het s Q&6 LPSGSLULIRS S Baseudt (BILd
TGO LI G607, QY SDRGTTMIS Y SEemSiL! LOT L{TIOLDWITEN T Djeevd)
wyyfenwwrertser @t L gaflet 2 <9, h &meaﬂa‘réf’bb
Y Felh GODEHS e EUGEEG G PEIGLILIL L. HEY GOLD
sefln@ o Mg eneneaunsen i seyib Gasessi(Bith.

B/



2016 gt> Yewiig et 5 gyt Fevds, srwallgliy 38
@CsrL. gpun@ser) & Lib

4. srewfl 2 L1 gsepih YmEupp G seTSams e
QLRI SHaN S esqsariw 2flennaenen Gl T L (61 & 1) (&
@usevrrgeur e @shaan e e Lh @ammikg LGN TR
@)éar Lib pevLpanmdics aubsma 1 Nedraor (e (®) e
oflayelr @)dari’ L ddlemmet oMb L [HEUTGRLOSERGILY | I UiGaT
URSSIUSDHS et oupSQETatEDS QBTRLILSHES 2N &)
GOL WU T IT He0 Beuewsr(Rib.

5. @l S gpLTREen (464 yib 2 Sumunomes) s
ILNeNGSHS S amendal i, 1979 b eIy e 43 yib
Qevss, sremfl yefiy (FpUBupUTBSer) FL b Jjedeg)
(454 g1b SSHTwbTer) ps srallsel siLeend &L i tb
eredt Leup Pl gpur@aeferSp SeNdsLiuLl L g8y h
SMenfls@ ebevd) & QSTLITLe TDYOLWSTSH60 QY SHTG/.

6. Qs gHeb -

“TBsayd SuysLd Frmahy UwEEgeunrss @ualert
QewpLT@sen” eTarg), 2013 @yib yoniig e 3 b
Qovas ¢ L sHerned HpSSUUCLaimprer 2005 LD
QYeILG.G 25 id Glovsiss, Lwmisreun & HEueiiens
POSGS Wgmer Fioaumwe &1L SHey, “Lwmisg e
B¢ QFwed” RPatprs aweyalwssaTiL@ s
Berren gGgpeayib G wed eTens) QUITFENTEL ;

“SHeyenevib Gennbe ey eTeuigy, 1983, Bio 1 <215 B Hweormy
GQgrLmi) 2009, Gio 18 gytb GgHuiled Wy event b
SrevliLiGSlulesr Bung) gBsepib DU ShSTEIEN LiiE
STUTEHSE G 6T FT /b QeFwBdUT(NS6N ST T GTLDT S
Blvaw (& hplenevsehert aflenereurs TS e,
D@L & Maniosenen 615 baloetpdLed QML (y
UBNHG Heult FLL SHesTTed CHULILBSSLILIL 19 (B
S1CIN 2% Hlosipib Paied B g & Meviosanends
O3 BsHEG Quensarits Qupsaster obs
6T PUBGUIT GTGTLI QUITGeTLI(RILD.

7. @ésl 1L S Arison, sLolh 2 wrsEssfla.Guw gGseyib
ReleuTerw THUGI LLFSHD, FBisen 2 agQu Ro@evmmkid
Bipmed Gaueti(iLb.

DS euLh Gepiss
2 GenTgeulr
@éa b peor.
UPDDEHGRUBLD

Qg Buflert Lievreorrt
Qoad® eugsLmie
oot @¢ei L o)
&l pbgmen
peteLsEnde
o_fdg e

T TSH60.

FLLSHetr
TdLIT@ssh Sips
SreilaEssG

G huenL_uw
STHTENLD.

Qumel GorLeb,

GRELBLTENLD
THUGID L& Py
FILger L 6o
GuoQeurTaid) Hihpel.



ungn@pust St il Lapevmisenen g sl Lsiselen gih $lpL LNy HeeNedr euypirbs &bsm

(e pa®) asur 1,387 : (Qeuelipn®) asur 1,849 : @ai@aurgrnet(Gid Si@Fbut wrgsh 15 b

B LM (wLped 61 G aGth KRS e Fhm G HSBuIFal, HoFims Qarefulil gyeeusth,

BpENES SHale goandaend, @ea. 169, Hpewumar wiugas, Guire Ganeal G&TamL,
QT 05 eTedtp afluTF$ING eyiiue. Ceuemi(Bith



